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We sum up, in the two following questions, the
preaching on baptirm as it results from the word of
God:

' {Who is entitled to baptism?)

1. To whom is baptism due or who shall be bap-
tized according to the will and decrees of God? In
haptism to be administered without conditiona, or are
there eertain required conditions?

2. What is baptism, its character, its meaning, its
nim? Wae sball apply theas questions to the two bap-
tisms mentioned in the New Testament: .The baptism
of John and the baptiam of Christ, and indeed aceord-
ing to the following succeasion:

1. Who was cntitled to the baptism of Johnt
TI. Who is entitled to the baptiam of Christ?
FII. What is the baptism of Johnt
IV. What is the haptism of Christ?

I. To Whom Whas John's Baptism Due?
John did not baptize every oune wlthout distinetion,
hut each one had to desire it himself, ‘and John had to
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recognize cach ong as truly penitent and had to test
each one’s sincerity by confession of their sins. The
desire for the baptism of John was the direet result
of the admonition to repentance which he had direeted
to the Jews in order to make them inderstand that
they, in their ruined condition, conld mot have any
fellowship with Ged, in order to awaken in them the
knowledge of the need for a reconciliation with Him,
and a redemption from ain. For this reason John re-
fused to baptize the hanghty Pharisees and Sadducees,
sending them away, but rebuked them on aceount of
their hypoerisy, since they, being sinners, imagined
themselves to be just and to do righteousness, and de-
pended on their descent from Abraham aceording to
the flesh. The calling of John was to point out the
vanity of suck an opinion, and to make straight the
way of the Lord, proving that the pious, gelf-righteous
Pharisees and the (worldly), enlightened and despis-
ing Sadducees have no mere value in the sight and
the eountenance of the Lord than the worst publican,
but belong all together to the generation of vipera
and not to the seed of Abraham, children of the old
gerpent and net of the living God.

As the servant and messenger of God he told every
one the truth without respect to persons, se that mo
one might boast according to the flesh, and laid stress
on it that every presumed difference between men was
equal to an exalting of ourselves before Gtod, although
such & difference might frequently exist in appearance
(seemingly). Therefora the sinner, hidden in his
pious appearamres;, but nevertheless cunning and art-
ful, will be less easily eonverted by John’s preaching
than the natural sinmer in his ugly nakedness of
Adam’s son.

Johr rebuked therefore, without baptizing them,
these proud Pharisees and Sudducees and promised
them the wrath of God, in-so-far they continued the
hardness of their hearts. But he directed the repent-
ing sinners to Him who was greater than himself, who
should eome after him, to complete the work now be-
gun. He pointed out to them Christ the Lamb of God;
who sheuld -come to bear the sins of the world, in
order to atome these sins and to pour out His Spirit
over those, who would believe on Him, and to give
them His own eternal life.
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Theé baptism of John waa therefore only for those
who recognized themselves as being sinners, who re-
pentéd their sing and renounced all boasting of the
flesh. He would therefore not baptize Him, who alone
was without sin (Christ) because it seemed to him
that this was against the aim of hix baptism. But as
the baptism of John was to reveal Christ and to lead
John to Him, so was the baptism of Christ by John
the type of our baptisis in Christ. He prayed; the
Holy Bpirit descended on Him and the Father se-
knowledged Him as His beloved Son. '

(Acts 2: 38; 22:16; Rom, 10:11.)

Repentance was the spiritival eloment and absolute
cendition to John’s baptism and it was, in this form,
the passing from sin, to grace, from Mosss to Ohrist,
from the law to the gospel. The importance of this
preparation proeceds from the words of Christ when
He said, speaking of the Pharisces and Badducees,
that ‘‘they rejected the counsel of God against them-
selves; making it of no effect, being not baptized by
John.'” (Luke 7:30). They were the great emomies
of Christ and combatiers of the divine truth. Just
as those, who today, for the purpose of defending in-
fant baptism, insist npon this, that -the children
receive the -Holy BSpirit unconsciously in infant
baptism, just as Johnm, they claim, had received the
Holy Spirit in the womb of his mother, But these
wieo peoply forgot that John himself said to Christ:
*I need to be baptized by Thee.’’ And with whatt
Doubtless with the Holy Bpirit and with fire, for John
would surely not have demanded baptism by Christ,
if ke had already reeeived the Bpirit from whom pro-
ceeds the being born again and the remewal. Christ
would elso not have said: ‘‘He that is least in the
kingdom of heaven, is greater than he,’’ (John the
Baptist), it John' bad already participated in the
second birth. Af that time Christ had not yet died on the
Cross, snd had not yet returned to.the glory of the
Father, in order to pour out His Spirit upon His own,
(John 16:7.) For only ont of water and the Bpirit
can man, who believes in Christ, be born again, John
still wes born am a sinmer in the flegh. He, who has
been born again by the Spirit. is no more a sinner;
but a child of God, holy and just, therefore greater







