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....and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. (Rev 21:3)
 

In our endeavor to know God better, we read and study the scriptures focusing on various specific passages, analyzing their contexts, sentence structures, voices and tenses, forgetting at times to look at the big picture. It is easy to miss the forest because of the trees.
What is the central theme of the whole Bible? 
The understanding of the overarching theme is very helpful in understanding the specific components which make up the entire sacred book. The specific portions (verses, chapters, books) can not violate the central theme of the entire Bible. Since we believe that God inspired the whole Bible, it in essence has only one true author, and as a result the theme of the whole document must be unified. A cursory and general reading of the whole Bible should help the reader gain the major understanding of the scriptures:
A)- That the Bible represents a didactic instruction given by God himself through human agents; B)- that the information God gives us in the Scriptures, is the information about his own sustained and sovereign action in creation, providence and grace;
C)- that in our salvation by grace God is revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, executing in tripersonal unity a single operation of raising sinners from the pit of spiritual privation to share Christ’s glory for all eternity;
D)- that the necessary effects of this work of grace result in God-centered thought and life, which springs responsively from a God-produced change in our hearts and minds, expressing itself in praise and gratitude. 
At the heart of this major understanding is God’s resolve to relate to his human creatures, and have us relate to him. The structure and parameters of this relationship is that of a covenant, so the Biblical theme and doctrine from beginning to end has to do with covenantal relationships between God and man. Christian religion (life and conduct) has in its essence the nature of covenant life, where God is the direct object of our faith, hope, love, worship and service, all animated by gratitude for grace.
What is a covenant?
It is a relationship of a voluntary mutual commitment that binds each party to the other. Whether it is negotiated (like in modern business dealings or marriage contracts), or unilaterally imposed (the way all of God’s covenants are), the relationship rests on the fact that mutual obligations have been accepted and pledged by both parties.
If we claim that Christianity is a religion of personal pronouns (Jesus died for me), it demonstrates the covenantal core of our faith, because God’s covenant is exactly a matter of personal pronouns. The personal pronouns are the key words in the text when God tells Abraham "I will establish my covenant between Me and you…..for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you….and I will be their God." (Gen 17:7-8). God is committing himself to Abraham and his seed in a way in which he does not commit himself to others. The central theme of the covenant "I will be your God, and you will be my people" echoes repeatedly throughout the pages of scriptures. Ex. 29:45; Lev. 11:45; Jer. 32:38; Ezek. 11:20, 34:30, 36:28; IICor. 6:16-18; Rev. 21:2-3, are but a few of the many examples of this.
"Every specific promise of God is couched within the fellowship covenant with his people."
This God-given covenant carries with it obligations. The life of faith, repentance and obedience are but the covenant-keeping through which the covenant people (people of God) receive the full measure of covenant blessing. Ex. 19:4
This covenantal framework is so important that without it, we will not properly understand and appreciate the gospel. Christ, the very essence of the gospel, is described and presented to us in a covenantal framework, Heb. 7:22, 8:6. The gospel (the offering of Christ and his finished work to sinners) is but an invitation to enter into a covenant relationship with God. Faith in Christ is but the embracement of that covenant, while the Christian life of obedience, faith and worship springs out of the covenantal communion between our savior and us. Our hope of glory, as cocooned in the gospel, is but the goal and the objective of the covenant relationship (Rev. 21:2-3). Our very assurance is nothing more than the knowledge of the content and stability of the covenant relationship. (Rom. 5:1-11, 8:1-39).
In other words the entire Bible can be defined as the book of the covenant between God and man. As a matter of fact in my mother tongue (Serbian), the entire Bible is divided into the Old and New Covenant (not Testament) which I believe is a more correct translation of the Greek term. The main story-line of the Bible centers on how successive and cumulative revelations of God’s covenant plans and purposes were given to and responded by individuals at pivotal points in history. From Adam to Noah, to Abraham, to Moses, and David and finally to Christ we have the evolution and unfolding of God’s original unchanging plan of having a people on earth to whom He would relate covenantally for His and their joy. 
The entire Bible has: one covenant slogan, "I will be your God and you will be my people."
The entire Bible has one covenant slogan, "I will be your God and you will be my people." and one covenant messenger or mediator, Jesus Christ the God-man, who is the prophesied Messiah of the Old Testament and the proclaimed prophet priest and king of the New Testament.
The entire Bible focuses on one covenant people of God, the covenant community, which was identified as Israel in the Old Testament and the Church in the New Testament. These are all who came to God by faith and characterized as having one pattern of life consisting of faith, repentance, love, joy, praise, hope, hatred of sin, desire for sanctity and a spirit of prayer.
Each and every book in the Bible requires to be read in terms of these unities to the extent that they are misunderstood if they are not read through that grid. While there were multiple administrations, methods, symbols and economies of God’s covenant, there was always one covenant, one mediator, one objective, one people and one means in the plan of God. To conclude anything else would distort the clear textual mandate of the God’s word.
May God increase our love for his revealed truth, and a passion to know Him more intimately by better understanding and knowing His Word which He has left us.
 



Editors note: 
This article is a brief overview based on a series of sermons Pastor Goran has shared with the Orange County congregation this past year. Tapes of these sermons are available for your further study of "The God of the Covenants" . Please contact us at mail@accoc.org to request individual tapes or the entire series.
 

