What is True Biblical Salvation?
By Rob Marton
Throughout history, the religious have disagreed on both tangential and foundational issues relating to this question. The issue of how can man, separated from God since the fall in Eden, be reconciled back to Him. 

At the heart of this issue lies the great divide not only between the Roman Catholic and the Protestant faith but also between man centered religion and God centered biblical salvation. Does God save man, or does man _____ (fill in the blank) in order to be reconciled to God? 

In True Biblical Salvation, God Saves Man. 

John 1:12-13 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: [13] Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

The bible makes it very clear that ALL of us are sinners, (Rom 3:23), no one is righteous, (Rom 3:10), we are spiritually dead (Eph 2:5) that all of our actions placed against God's standard of judgment is only and always evil (Gen 6:5). We are all under God's wrath and judgment (Eph 2:3). We can never do anything for God that could earn our favor back to Him (Eph 2:9). In the example of Cain and Abel (Gen 4), God very clearly taught that a substitutionary life must be taken (a blood sacrifice) to address the issue of man's guilt before man can approach God. The fruit of man's efforts (Cain's fruit offering) was never adequate nor acceptable to God as a means of approaching God. The entire Old Testament, with its symbolism and formalism was a foreshadowing of a much greater reality (Hebrews) to come, which has come in Jesus. (John 1,Heb 1:2)

God, in His infinite love and wisdom, chose to raise up from this fallen and rebellious creation, a people unto Himself with whom He could once again have a relationship with. This plan began to unfold right from the beginning to our first parents. We see from the beginning, two 'seeds' emerging; the seed of the women (God's chosen) and the seed of the serpent (the devil's). God covenanted Himself to the women's seed. (Gen 3:15) This covenant was further unfolded as God then expressed His commitment to one man (Abraham), one family (Abraham's descendants), one nation (Israel), and now to those in 'every tribe and nation' (The Church). God is now actively raising up for Himself a people known as 'the church', His covenant people, the members of Christ's body, with whom He will share His eternal heavenly home.

How do we get into this covenant relationship? 

This is True Biblical Salvation

1. To recognize and acknowledge that we are sinful, deserving only God's judgment - eternal damnation in hell. Matthew 9:12-13 
But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. [13] But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

2. To recognize and acknowledge that God requires the life of the guilty or the life of an innocent substitute on behalf of the guilty. This in order that God's absolute sense of justice not be compromised. Ezekiel 18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 

3. To recognize and acknowledge that God provided His Son, Jesus to be the Christ (Savior) of man because He alone was the only one qualified to die as a substitute for man. John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

4. To recognize and acknowledge that Christ's work on the cross (the act of dying for man's sins) was in reality applicable to me. In other words, that Christ specifically paid the price for my sins so that I would be absolved of them. Secondly, that His perfect life on earth (His righteousness) would be credited to my behalf and I receive eternal life. I am placed 'In Christ'. Romans 5:9-11 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. [10] For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. [11] And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 

5. To recognize and acknowledge that as a result of 'believing' the above, God accepts me as His child. As a result, He replaces the natural spiritually dead sinful nature with a new nature (the new birth, John 3). A nature that desires to do His will and abhors sin. Ephes. 4:22-24 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; [23] And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

As a result of our reconciliation to God, we become His child. As His children, certain 'family' characteristics will become evident. We will desire to do His will, both because He has put it in us to do so and secondly it becomes an expression of our gratitude for what He has done for us, namely rescuing us from His wrath, and adopting into His family.

Doing His will involves a) making a public declaration of the spiritual reality that has taken place by participating in the act of Christian baptism. b) actively participating in the life of a local group of Christian's (a local church) involving corporate worship, regular participation at the Lord's table (communion), being nurtured towards ministry in God's service, ministering your spiritual gifts, and participating in a network of accountability. c) Abstaining from the evils that God abhors and pursuing those things of righteousness that characterize God. 

The above is a broad but definitive overview of Biblical Christianity. Faith is at the heart of being able to recognize and acknowledge these things. Without faith, we are blinded to these things of God. Those who recognize their spiritual condition, their need of God's saving grace, and accept the substitutionary work of Christ on their behalf, then follow through with a life characterized by a decreasing pattern of sin and an increasing pattern of righteousness are those to whom He has granted salvation. The cause is God's grace, the effect is our transformed life.

Please read the third chapter of John and the second chapter of Effusions as a place to start understanding True Biblical Salvation. May God give grant you the faith to believe it.



John 3:1-36 
There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: [2] The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. [4] Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. [8] The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. [9] Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? [10] Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? [13] And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: [15] That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. [17] For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. [18] He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. [20] For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. [21] But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. [22] After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. [23] And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. [24] For John was not yet cast into prison. [25] Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying. [26] And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. [27] John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. [28] Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. [29] He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. [30] He must increase, but I must decrease. [31] He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. [32] And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. [33] He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. [34] For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. [35] The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. [36] He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 



Ephes. 2:1-22 
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; [2] Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: [3] Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. [4] But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) [6] And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: [7] That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. [8] For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: [9] Not of works, lest any man should boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. [11] Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; [12] That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: [13] But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. [14] For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; [15] Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; [16] And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: [17] And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. [18] For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. [19] Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; [20] And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; [21] In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: [22] In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

